
 
 

President’s Greeting 

The best part of this new school year has been the 
opportunity to finally connect, in person, with teachers 
locally, regionally, and provincially.  With Covid 
Protocols being less restrictive, I have visited almost 
every school site to introduce myself and meet most of 
my CRDTA colleagues. If I have not visited you yet, 
there is a planned opportunity coming up very soon. As 
someone relatively new to Campbell River, I have 
particularly enjoyed seeing some of our more remote 
schools, communities, and islands.  In addition to 
meeting teachers in our local communities, I was also 
part of a CRDTA EC delegation to BCTF Zone Training in 
Victoria. This training allowed us to engage with the 
other 16 locals on Vancouver Island to discuss common 
concerns and develop new skills associated with our 
specific roles within our Association. In late summer, I 
connected with delegates, from all across BC at our 
Summer Conference. Later this week, I will connect 
with many of those same delegates at our first BCTF 
Representative Assembly of the year; there are 3 
scheduled each year.  My in-office time has been less 
flexible and consistent given my schedule of school 
visits.  However, I have maintained office hours 
and regular contact with members.  So, whether or not 
I am in my office or working remotely, please 
remember that my proverbial my door is always open 
and I am only a phone call or email away for any 
question, big or small. Michele Myers, our amazing 
Office Manager, is able to support you when I am 
unavailable.  However, that being said, the CRDTA 
office will be closed on Thursday, November 11, for the 
observance of Remembrance Day.  I hope the start-up 
to the school year has been positive, but if it has not, 
for any reason, please reach out to the CRDTA so we 
can support you and your needs. 
 

EMC Mortgages—New Rate Special 
EMC Mortgages has been working with BC teachers for 
over 27 years, helping teachers into mortgages with 
great rates and providing financial support to the union 
and local districts. In this changing interest rate 
environment, EMC has been assisting teachers with 
early renewals, refinances, and pre-approvals. Because 
of our large volume discounts and unique position in 
the mortgage industry, we can assist BCTF members 
with lowering payments, debt consolidation, or freeing  
up some cash, even without full-time contracts. Now is 
a great time to take advantage, click here to talk to an 
EMC mortgage professional and access our current 5-
year 4.80% (APR 4.86%) rate special. 
 
 

 
Rights to Remember 
§ Please get advice prior to making a decision that 

affects your pay and/or other benefits, such as 
LOAs, reductions in assignment, etc. 

§ Please contact the CRDTA office if you have any 
questions or concerns.  

 

Retirement Reminder!! 
If you are thinking of retiring mid-year, please ensure 
that you have done your due diligence.  Please contact 
the CRDTA office if you have any questions as we can 
help direct you to resources to help with your decision. 
 

Pension 
For the next five Tuesdays, from November 1 to 
November 29, 2022, Sarb Lalli, Assistant Director, 
Pensions and Group Benefits, will be presenting online 
pension seminars to help members learn about their 
pension plan, their pension options, and factors to 
consider when planning for retirement. A different 
topic will be discussed in-depth each week. 
 

The schedule is as follows: 
·   November 1: Pension Options 
·   November 8: Relationship Breakdowns and Your 

Pension 
·   November 15: Purchasing Leaves of Absence 
·   November 22: Extended Health and Dental Benefits 
·   November 29: SIP and WCB Claims and Your 

Pension. 
 

All seminars will take place from 4:30–6:00 p.m. PST. 
Please include the Zoom link below when 
communicating this information to your members. 
 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87344950598?pwd=YWVq
NkVvN25mRDBJTTA4aUJSZ1h3QT09 
 

Members who cannot attend the live online sessions 
may watch the recorded pension seminars on the BCTF 
YouTube channel in the Playlists section at their 
convenience: https://www.youtube.com/user/BCTFvid
s/playlists 
 

In addition, all members are encouraged to call Sarb 
Lalli, at 604-871-1949 if they have any questions related 
to the Teachers’ Pension Plan, Canada Pension Plan, 
and/or Old Age Security Benefits. 
 

 

v November 1 – ProD Day 
v November 7 – EC Meeting 
v November 11 – Remembrance Day 
v November 16 – General Meeting 
v November 24 – Student Led Conferences 
 



 
Social Justice Sharing 
November 20- Transgender Day of Remembrance 
(TDOR) is an annual observance on November 20 that 
honors the memory of the transgender people whose 
lives were lost in acts of anti-transgender violence. 
More information-Transgender Day of Remembrance | 
GLAAD 
Lesson Plan around this day: 
https://www.bctf.ca/classroom-
resources/details/transgender-day-of-remembrance 
 

November 25 - Buy Nothing Day-International Day of 
Protest against Consumerism and held on what is 
usually “Black Friday”. This day offers opportunities for 
discussion around environmental concerns associated 
with consumerism.  
Lesson Plan around this day:  
https://mediasmarts.ca/sites/default/files/pdfs/lesson-
plan/Lesson_Buy_Nothing_Day.pdf 
 

Did you know? 
You can order Social Justice Posters for FREE from the 
BCTF website. They ship right to your school. Check 
them out here. 
 

 
Teacher Qualification Service Regulation Change 
Teachers in Teacher Qualification Service (TQS) 
category four or lower that hold an acceptable 
master’s degree or doctorate will now qualify for a 
minimum of TQS Category Five. To qualify for this 
upgrade, you must apply on the TQS website. When 
submitting your TQS application, please select 
Regulation Change Master’s degree in the schooling 
details section. When you receive your new TQS card 
after applying for the upgrade, you must show it to 
your school district to change your compensation. 

 

Opportunities for Members 
New Teachers’ Conference - call for proposals 
The BCTF will be hosting two in-person New Teachers’ 
Conferences this year: one in Vancouver on February 
25, and one in Nelson on May 13. The BCTF is currently 
accepting workshop proposals for both conferences. 
Workshops are 90-minutes long. Preference will be 
given to workshops that support the conference 
theme: Nurturing with Nature—Supporting wellness 
through place-based learning; however, we welcome 
workshop proposals that touch on a variety of topics 
including literacy, social justice, classroom 
management, curriculum, health and safety, and more. 
 

Expenses will be reimbursed for one facilitator per 
workshop. Breakfast, lunch, and snacks will be 
provided. Outdoor green spaces are available for 
workshops upon request. Click here to submit your 
workshop proposal. Submissions are accepted until 
November 18. 
 

BCTF Women’s Institute, February 9-11, 2023 – Please 
contact the office by November 15 for more 
information and if you are interested in attending. 
 

Communication With Members 
§ Have a look at our website: www.crdta.ca. You can 

register and have access to the member portal 
where there is more information. 

§ We have a private member Facebook page. To join, 
search for Campbell River District Teachers’ 
Association.  

§ BCTF has a member portal you can register at and 
have access to information for resources, training 
etc. www.bctf.ca  

§ Any change in personal information such as 
address, name, home email etc. should be sent to 
the CRDTA at: crdtamanager@telus.net 

 

Congratulations to:   Angel Murphy and Andrea 
Humphreys. You have won a gift certificate to: 
Signature Oil & Vinegar.  For a chance to win 
November’s prize, please answer this question: Who is 
the Assistant Director for Pensions and Group Benefits 
at the BCTF?  Email your answer to: 
crdtamanager@telus.net 
 

CRDTA Contact Info. 
Debra Coombes, President 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663  
Email: lp72@bctf.ca 
Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00, hours are flexible depending 
on commitments 
 

Michele Myers, Office Manager 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663 
Email: crdtamanager@telus.net 
Hours: M-F 8:00-3:00 


