
 
 

President’s Greeting 
Happy 2023! Welcome back to a new year full of 
possibilities.  I hope that you all had a restful break, had 
some fun, and made memories with those closest to 
you. At this time of year, it is often a time to reflect on 
the previous year(s) and set some new goals or 
challenges for ourselves in the year to come. 
Regardless of the reflections made or the goals set, I 
hope you are kind with yourself, be realistic and self-
encouraging, and reach out for support from others 
to help achieve them.  The CRDTA EC is going through 
a similar process of reflection and goal setting through 
some additional training and educational 
opportunities provided through grant funding from 
the BCTF.  We are looking at current roles and 
responsibilities, as well as setting some priorities for 
this year and into the future.  Stay tuned for 
member input opportunities and updates on this 
important work.  
 

Social Justice Sharing – Kirsten Andrews 
January 16- Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Although a U.S holiday, this day is an opportunity to 
discuss principles of racial equality and nonviolent 
social change espoused by Dr. King. There are a variety 
of wonderful resources to support discussion of Martin 
Luther King and his legacy on TeachersPayTeachers. 
One example that I’ve used at the elementary level is 
linked here: 
( https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mar
tin-Luther-King-2298635) but there are other free 
options available as well. 
January 24 - Monthly Social Justice Meeting Online 
3pm – 5pm. Email our Social Justice contact Kirsten 
Andrews: kirsten.andrews@sd72.bc.ca, if you would 
like to join us! 
 

CRDTA Family Friendly Events 
The CRDTA is going to be offering two free family 
friendly events in February for members and their 
children.  
February 12 – Free family skate from 3pm – 5:30pm 
Skate and helmet rental available. Please note helmets 
have limited availability. A good fitting bike helmet can 
be used. Helmets must worn by both parent and child. 
February 25 – Free family swim from 3pm – 4pm  
When you check in at reception for the swim, you must 
use code: FA-15858 and give Debra Coombes name 
with the CRDTA. 
 

For a variety of reasons, the February 25 CRDTA (adult) 
Member Social has been postponed until later in the 
year. 
 

 

 
 

New Collective Agreement News 
Most members should have seen an increase in their 
pay for December to reflect the $427 + 3.24% salary 
increases recently negotiated and ratified as part of 
our New Provincial Collective Agreement.  In addition, 
retroactive pay back to July 1, was also completed and 
deposited on December 30th.  There were some 
anomalies with this process, for a few members, but 
this should be corrected in January. By mid-January, 
there will be a memo sent out to all members with 
updated pay grids and calculations on how to check 
your pay. Pay grids are also available on the BCTF and 
CRDTA websites. There are increased deadlines of up 
to 120 days for portability of seniority and sick 
leave. Members who have taught in various First 
Nations Schools in BC, can now apply to have that 
experience recognized for the purposes of salary 
placement.   New, as of January 1, we have several 
improvements to our benefits package.  Registered 
counsellors and social workers will be added to the 
existing Psychologist coverage, and the combined 
coverage will increase from $900 to $1200.  Coverage 
for Dexcom continuous glucose monitors will be added 
to the plan.  The limit for services of chiropractors, 
massage therapists, physiotherapists, and 
acupuncturists will increase from $900 to $1000 
each.   If you have any questions or concerns about any 
of these new collective agreement items, please do not 
hesitate to contact the CRDTA Office. 
 

Retirement Reminder!! 
If you are thinking of retiring mid-year, please ensure 
that you have done your due diligence.  Please contact 
the CRDTA office if you have any questions as we can 
help direct you to resources to help with your decision. 
 
 

 

❖ January 10 – Executive Committee Training Day 
❖ January 18 – Staff Rep Meeting 
❖ January 27-28 – BCTF Rep Assembly 
❖ February 6 – Executive Committee Meeting 
❖ February 7 – Staff Rep Training 
❖ February 12 – CRDTA Family Skate 3pm – 5:30pm 
❖ February 15 – CRDTA General Meeting 
❖ February 17 – ProD Day 
❖ February 17 – TTOC Training Day 
❖ February 25 – CRDTA Family Swim 3pm – 4pm 
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BCTF Advantage Program 
Many members are not aware that being part of 
45,000+ teachers has its advantages.  The BCTF 
Advantage Program is a little known benefit of being 
a member of the BCTF.  Through this program, 
members can get discounts on Insurance, 
Mortgages, Real Estate, Financial Services, Travel, 
Cars, Health and Fitness, and at many businesses 
through the BCTF Advantage Marketplace.  To find 
out more about these benefits, check out the BCTF 
Website, by searching for BCTF Advantage Program, 
or follow the website path by logging in, then 
choosing Services and Information ^Benefits^ 
Member Discounts (BCTF Advantage).   
 
Congratulations to:   Kyle Leigh and Shannon Lim. You 
have won a gift certificate to: Sessions. For a chance to 
win January’s prize, please answer this two part 
question: In what year was our class size and 
composition language stripped from the Collective 
Agreement and what year did the Supreme Court of 
Canada return it to us? Email your answer to: 
crdtamanager@telus.net 
 

 

Opportunities for Members 
Article Writing Opportunity for Members 
The BC School Counsellors' Association is putting out a 
call for any member that may be interested in 
submitting an article for the BC Counsellor Magazine, 
which is distributed electronically and in print to 
approximately 800 school counsellors working in 
schools across BC. Currently, they are searching for 
authors who would be interested in submitting an 
article relevant to school counsellors in BC. In 2023, the 
theme is "Hope & Change." 
• The Spring/Summer issue is "Hope" and the 

deadline for submissions is January 31st, 2023. Some 
suggested article topics include "the significance of 
hope in schools," "hope and mental health," and 
"hope and climate action," among many 
other possibilities. 

• The Fall/Winter issue is "Change" and the deadline 
for submissions is July 31st, 2023. Some suggested 
article topics include "therapeutic change in school-
based counselling," "stories of school communities 
changing," and "positive social change in school 
counselling," and many other ideas. 

 

If you are interested in submitting an article, please 
reach out to the CRDTA Office for contact information 
and a PDF document with submission guidelines for 
prospective authors. 
 

 
 
 

 
Upcoming Zoom gathering for new teachers - BCTF 
Teachers with five or fewer years of teaching 
experience are invited to join a Zoom gathering with 
their new teacher colleagues in the new year. This 
hour-long virtual gathering will focus on land 
acknowledgments and give participants an 
opportunity for discussion in both English and French 
breakout rooms. 
WHAT: This free Zoom gathering is an opportunity to 
connect with new teacher colleagues from across BC 
on land acknowledgments. Join an open discussion 
about recognizing and respecting Aboriginal Peoples 
across time in support of establishing healthy, 
reciprocal relations. 
WHEN: 3:30-4:30 pm on Thursday, Jan 17, 2023 
WHO: Teachers and Teachers Teaching On Call in their 
first five years of teaching are invited to join. Teacher 
candidates are also welcome to participate. 
WHERE: Contact the CRDTA to receive the link. 
 

Delegates to the Canadian Teachers’ Federation 
Annual General Meeting - BCTF 
The next Annual General Meeting of the Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation (CTF) will be held July 12–14, 2023, 
in Ottawa. As a CTF member organization, the BCTF will 
send up to 12 delegates. Six delegates will be elected 
by the local representatives, and the remaining 
delegates will be chosen by the BCTF Executive 
Committee members. All BCTF members are eligible to 
apply.  Submit your application before 5:00 p.m. on 
January 20. Contact the BCTF website for the form. 
 

Call for Award Nominations - BCTF 
The BCTF is currently accepting nominations for the 
following awards: the Connie Jervis Early Career 
Teaching Award, the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award, 
the Stewart Schon Health and Safety Award, and 
the Bob Rosen Social Justice Award. Visit 
the posting at the BCTF website for each award to 
learn more about the award and nomination 
instructions. The BCTF is also accepting nominations 
for Honorary Life Membership. Please check the BCTF 
Website. 
 

CRDTA Contact Info. 
Debra Coombes, President 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663  
Email: lp72@bctf.ca 
Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00, hours are flexible depending 
on commitments 
 
Michele Myers, Office Manager 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663 
Email: crdtamanager@telus.net 
Hours: M-F 8:00-3:00 
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