
 
 

President’s Greeting 
We are five days away from a well deserved break for 
all staff, students and parents! Celebrations this time of 
year tend to be inspired primarily by Christmas and 
Hanukkah, but those aren’t the only religious holidays, 
this month, that families may celebrate together. In 
fact, the Interfaith Calendar Organization lists 14 
religious’ holidays in December. In addition, this does 
not take into consideration the families that choose to 
participate in celebrations and traditions with no 
affiliation to a religion. Whenever, wherever and with 
whomever you choose to spend time with over the 
break, I hope you enjoy good food and some time to 
recharge, connect with nature, or participate in a 
personal passion like pottery or playing games. Take 
the opportunity to make lasting memories with those 
dearest to you! Happy Holidays and all the best for a 
happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year! 
 

❄The office will be closed from 3:00pm, Friday, December 
16 and will not reopen until 8:00am, Tuesday, January 3. 
Phone messages and emails will be monitored, but only 
emergent issues will be handled prior to January 4.☃ 
 

Social Justice Sharing 
We apologize for the newsletter not being published 
prior to the observance of the important dates below:  
December 5 - International Volunteer Day  

UN volunteers shares that “On International 
Volunteer Day (IVD) 2022, we celebrate our theme 
of solidarity through volunteering. For the future 
of our planet, we must act together and we must 
act now. This is not an era to stand alone but 
together, as one, in solidarity with each other… 
Volunteering is where compassion meets 
solidarity. Both share the same root values – 
supporting each other from a position of trust, 
humility, respect and equality.” 
https://www.unv.org/node/38236 
Ideas include volunteering as a class for a local 
organization, setting up a visit with Volunteer 
Campbell River 
Check out- https://www.volunteercr.ca/ 

December 6 - National Day of Remembrance and 
Action on Violence Against Women 
The Government of Canada suggests, and we hope 
members took the opportunity, to recognize this 
day in one of the following ways: 
• Wear a white ribbon.  
• Observe a moment of silence at 11:00 am. 
• Post something on your media pages. 
• Attend a vigil in your community. 

 

 

 

New Collective Agreement News 
Watch this section of the newsletter, each month, for 
the most up-to-date information regarding new rights 
under the recently ratified Provincial Collective 
Agreement. The school district has recently sent out a 
memo with information and dates regarding pay 
increases and retroactive pay.  The CRDTA is reminding 
all members to track and check all calculations on your 
paystubs, with respect to pay, every month, but 
particularly over the next few so we can ensure a 
smooth and accurate transition onto the new 
pay grids.  The payroll department is working very hard 
on these changes, and they have always been very 
responsive when errors have been identified.  We want 
to continue working with them collaboratively, if any 
issues arise. 
 

Teacher Qualification Service Regulation Change 
Teachers in Teacher Qualification Service (TQS) 
category four or lower that hold an acceptable 
master’s degree or doctorate will now qualify for a 
minimum of TQS Category Five. To qualify for this 
upgrade, you must apply on the TQS website. When 
submitting your TQS application, please select 
Regulation Change Master’s degree in the schooling 
details section. When you receive your new TQS card 
after applying for the upgrade, you must show it to 
your school district to change your compensation. 
 

Retirement Reminder!! 
If you are thinking of retiring mid-year, please ensure 
that you have done your due diligence.  Please 
contact the CRDTA office if you have any questions as 
we can help direct you to resources to help with your 
decision. 
 

BCTF Advantage Program 
Many members are not aware that being part of 
45,000+ teachers has its advantages.  The BCTF 
Advantage Program is a little known benefit of being 
a member of the BCTF.  Through this program, 
members can get discounts on Insurance, 
Mortgages, Real Estate, Financial Services, Travel, 
Cars, Health and Fitness, and at many businesses 
through the BCTF Advantage Marketplace.  To find 
out more about these benefits, check out the BCTF 
Website, by searching for BCTF Advantage Program, 
or follow the website path by logging in, then 
choosing Services and Information ^Benefits^ 
Member Discounts (BCTF Advantage).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
EMC Mortgages—New Rate Special 
EMC Mortgages has been working with BC teachers for 
over 27 years, helping teachers into mortgages with 
great rates and providing financial support to the union 
and local districts. In this changing interest rate 
environment, EMC has been assisting teachers with 
early renewals, refinances, and pre-approvals. Because 
of our large volume discounts and unique position in 
the mortgage industry, we can assist BCTF members 
with lowering payments, debt consolidation, or freeing  
up some cash, even without full-time contracts. Now is 
a great time to take advantage, click here to talk to an 
EMC mortgage professional and access our current 5-
year 5.05% (APR 5.113%) rate special. Must close by 
December 31, 2022. 
 
 

 

v December 16 last day of school for winter break 
v January 3 Back to school 
v January 9 – Executive Committee Meeting 
v January 10 – Executive Committee Training Day 
v January 18 – Staff Rep Meeting 
v January 27-28 – BCTF Rep Assembly 
v February 6 – Executive Committee Meeting 
v February 7 – Staff Rep Training 
v February 15 – CRDTA General Meeting 
v February 17 – ProD Day 
v February 17 – TTOC Training Day 
v February 25 – CRDTA Social  
 
 
 

Congratulations to:   Kim Stix and Cathy Fowler. You 
have won a gift certificate to: Smith & Lee Local 
Butcher.  For a chance to win December’s prize, please 
complete this task: Go to the BCTF Advantage 
Program on the BCTF website, and send us your name 
and one discount that you would be eligible for.   Email 
your answer to: crdtamanager@telus.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Opportunities for Members - BCTF 
Upcoming Zoom gathering for new teachers 
Teachers with five or fewer years of teaching experience 
are invited to join a Zoom gathering with their new 
teacher colleagues in the new year. This hour-long virtual 
gathering will focus on land acknowledgments and give 
participants an opportunity for discussion in both English 
and French breakout rooms. 
WHAT: This free Zoom gathering is an opportunity to 
connect with new teacher colleagues from across BC on 
land acknowledgments. Join an open discussion about 
recognizing and respecting Aboriginal Peoples across 
time in support of establishing healthy, reciprocal 
relations. 
WHEN: 3:30-4:30 pm on Thursday, Jan 17, 2023 
WHO: Teachers and Teachers Teaching On Call in their 
first five years of teaching are invited to join. Teacher 
candidates are also welcome to participate. 
WHERE: Click here to register and receive the Zoom link. 
 

Delegates to the Canadian Teachers’ Federation Annual 
General Meeting 
The next Annual General Meeting of the Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation (CTF) will be held July 12–14, 2023, in 
Ottawa. As a CTF member organization, the BCTF will 
send up to 12 delegates. Six delegates will be elected by 
the local representatives, and the remaining delegates 
will be chosen by the BCTF Executive Committee 
members. All BCTF members are eligible to apply. Click 
here to submit your application before 5:00 p.m. on 
January 20. 
 

Call for Award Nominations 
The BCTF is currently accepting nominations for the 
following awards: the Connie Jervis Early Career Teaching 
Award, the G.A. Fergusson Memorial Award, the Stewart 
Schon Health and Safety Award, and the Bob Rosen Social 
Justice Award. Visit the posting for each award to learn 
more about the award and nomination instructions. The 
BCTF is also accepting nominations for Honorary Life 
Membership. 
 

Ministry of Education Scholarship Committees 
The BCTF is seeking 10 members to participate as 
representatives to two Ministry of Education committees 
tasked with selecting graduating student provincial 
scholarship winners for the 2022–23 school year. For more 
information and to apply, click here. 
 

CRDTA Contact Info. 
Debra Coombes, President 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663  
Email: lp72@bctf.ca 
Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00, hours are flexible depending on 
commitments 
 

Michele Myers, Office Manager 
CRDTA Office: 250-286-1663 
Email: crdtamanager@telus.net 
Hours: M-F 8:00-3:00 

 


